
 

 

 

 

 

At PIN, we envision a world where strong and welcoming communities are connected through 

volunteerism, information sharing and leadership development. We do this through 3 pillars of 

work: Volunteer Network, Community Information and Nonprofit Leadership.   

 

The road to recovery from COVID-19 includes volunteerism and the integral programs and 

services our community provides. This holiday season, we invite you to consider supporting local 

nonprofits and charities through our Holiday Giving Guide.  

 

We provide connections and leadership in Guelph and Wellington County to support the 

development of individuals and organizations. We help people navigate essential community 

services, provide a hub for volunteer opportunities and engagement, and enable best practices 

and continuous learning for professionals in the non-profit sector. PINnetwork.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pinnetwork.ca/


Holiday Giving Guide 
Page 2 of 36 

2021 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ‘It’s not how much we give but how much love we put into giving’ – Mother Teresa 

 

The following listing offers an opportunity for our community to support local organizations 

through donation and/or volunteering.  

 

About Us 

The Alzheimer Society Waterloo Wellington supports persons living with dementia and their families, in 

living well with a dementia diagnosis. Our programs and services are designed to help people remain 

supported, active, engaged, informed, safe, and in control of their health throughout the dementia 

journey. We strive for excellence when providing education, social work support and social/recreational 

opportunities for people living with dementia, their care partners and families. Over 16,000 in our 

community walk with dementia.  Behind each of them stands a group of family and friends who are also 

impacted by their loved one’s diagnosis. 

All of us have experienced isolation during the last year and a half.  Our clients and their care partners 

cope with isolation due to the nature of dementia every single day. Our programs and services provide 

a sense of purpose and support for OUR clients, encouraging them to Live Their Best Day. 

 

The funds generated from our Holiday Giving campaign will stay local and will be used for your family, 

friends and neighbours living with dementia. Funds support our mission and vision of alleviating the 

personal and social consequences of Alzheimer's disease and other dementias while helping to promote 

research and education.  Alzheimer Society Waterloo Wellington is challenging YOU to unleash the power 

of radical generosity this holiday season! 
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Testimonials 
My Mom's move to LTC today went better than anticipated. Your support and advice definitely helped 

make that possible. I thought of you many times as I navigated through today. My Mom and I sat in her 

new room chatting and laughing once the room was set up. It was truly remarkable. So grateful for your 

guidance. 

  

During COVID I was so happy to be able to participate in this group. I found my stress level was reduced 

and it was nice to see and hear comments from others and how they were coping with being locked 

down. 

 

Sincere thanks to you and your team for all the excellent programs.  We truly see how much your 

programs and all the programs provided by the AS have helped Mom with sustaining her skills and 

abilities - your programs are amazing and we are so thankful as it positively impacts her quality of life and 

all of ours! 

 

Thank you for providing a creative and engaging program during COVID 19. My brother really appreciates 

the interaction and opportunity to meet new people and keep mind and body stimulated. As a family we 

say THANKYOU! 

 

Thank you for your excellent creative programming during COVID 19, I am so thankful my family can help 

me get set up on zoom. I feel like I am right in the room with everyone. So appreciative of all your 

programs. THANKYOU! 

 

 

To give a gift that makes a  

difference, please visit  

www.alzheimerww.ca  

or call our office at  

519-742-8518 

 

 

 

 

http://www.alzheimerww.ca/
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of Guelph  

12 Days of Giving Online Silent Auction; this 

online auction is Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

Guelph year end fundraiser. Our goal is to raise 

$6,000 this year from Dec 1-12, 2021 

 

 

 

Proceeds support the 600+ children and youth we serve in our 

community.   

Donations towards our auction helps our team maintain and manage 

existing matches and of course recruit and train new volunteers for new 

potential matches - taking children off our wait list. 

 

Online Auction Site : www.32auctions.com/12days2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.32auctions.com/12days2021
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Help Us Answer the Call 

In spite of the mental health and addictions burden on Ontarians, the sector receives only about 

5.8% per cent of the entire $69.8 billion health care budget.  We can’t rely solely on government 

funding, as there are far too many health care needs and gaps created by the unprecedented 

circumstances of the pandemic. 

The pandemic has shifted the baseline of mental health and addictions needs across our 

community. We have seen a sharp increase in the number of people reaching out for help – 

many of whom have never needed help from the formal mental health system before.  Since the 

third wave of the pandemic, we have seen drastic increases in those looking for help.  Calls to 

our Here 24/7 crisis line and our IMPACT team have increased by 40% since June 2021. 

 

In 2020, our team answered more than 17,000 calls between November 1 and January 31, 

providing critical mental health service and support to our children, brothers, sisters, parents, 

grandparents, neighbours, and co-workers.   

We are anticipating even more calls this holiday season and need the support of our community 

to help us answer the call - Donate today. 

 

To donate by phone, please call: 

1-844-264-2993 ext. 2112 OR 1-866-387-6661 ext. 2112 

A credit card is needed to make your donation. 

 

To donate by mail, please make cheques payable to: 

Canadian Mental Health Association Waterloo Wellington (CMHA WW) 

80 Waterloo Ave. 

Guelph, ON N1H 0A1 

 

Registered Charitable Number: 11883 4183 RR0001 

 

https://cmhaww.ca/get-involved/donate/


Holiday Giving Guide 
Page 6 of 36 

2021 
 
 

 

 

 

Chalmers accepts donated Christmas Gift Bags and provide these to the 

adult guests on the last pantry days before Dec 25. For many of the 

guests, this is the only gift they will receive.  

Given the health and safety considerations of these particular times, 

Chalmers is adjusting in order to ensure our volunteers, guests and 

donors can be giving and receiving as safely as possible. As a result, the 

contents of the bags have changed slightly this year. 

 

• Suggested items to include in a gift bag: Regular size shampoo (not conditioner), single 

toothbrush in its packaging, toothpaste and/or dental floss, soap, boxed candy or boxed 

chocolate (not homemade and not Halloween candy), small jar of instant coffee, box of 

tea bags, or tin/box of hot chocolate (no coffee pods) 

• Please note that there is no need for the items to be gift wrapped. Christmas Gift Bags 

can be delivered in new, reusable shopping bags.  

• Deliveries can be made to: 

o Chalmers Downtown (41 Macdonell Street)  

• Tuesdays in November between 10 am and 11 am,  

• Wednesday November 17th from 5:00 – 6:30 pm   

• Wednesday November 24th from 5:00 – 6:30 pm   

o Chalmers West (577 Willow Road; portable behind Three Willows Church) 

• Wednesdays in November between 12:00 – 1:30 pm 

Chalmers is excited to be able to return to in-person giving this year. However, if shopping for a 

Christmas bag in 2021 is not something that feels safe for you, please consider donating 

financially to the Campaign. With your financial contribution, we will purchase items to fill a 

Christmas bag on your behalf, including gloves and socks. You can donate online before 

November 30 through Canada Helps: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/48864 or donate by 

mail to Chalmers Community Services Centre, 41 Macdonell Street, Guelph, ON, N1H 2Z4. After 

November 30th, financial donations will be put toward regular programming and supporting the 

roll out of the Christmas Gift Bag distribution.  

Please contact Sarah Dermer, Program and Volunteer Coordinator to express your interest in 

participating in this year’s Christmas Gift Bag Campaign and let her know how many Christmas 

bags you wish to provide. This year’s final delivery date to Chalmers Downtown is Tuesday 

November 30 and Chalmers West on December 1st.  

Contact: volunteer@chalmerscentre.ca or by phone at 519-822-8778 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/48864
mailto:volunteer@chalmerscentre.ca
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The Adopt-A-Family Program matches donors 

with families in need in order to make 

Christmas shine a little brighter. In 2020, with 

the support of our generous community of 

donors, we were able to help 1,434 families 

and independent youth, which included 3,136 

children and youth.  

 

While Adopt-A-Family was originally a Christmas holiday program, it is open to families of all 

backgrounds and traditions.  

 

Families are referred to the program by social service agencies who have identified they are in 

need. Adopt-A-Family is about more than gifts under the tree; it's about providing families with 

a sense of community and hope during the holidays.  

 

Adopt-A-Family 2021 provides families with gift cards for their Needs and tangible gift items for 

children and youth Wishes. 

 

We look forward to once again connecting donors 

with families to bring hope and joy home for the 

holidays. 

 

Donor sign-up at:  

www.childrensfoundation.org 

Call 519-829-0855 or email 

aaf@childrensfoundation.org  

 

 

 

 

http://www.childrensfoundation.org/
http://www.childrensfoundation.org/
mailto:aaf@childrensfoundation.org
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Community of Hearts is a not-for-profit charitable 

organization supporting youth, adults and seniors with 

developmental exceptionalities to achieve independence 

through quality, person centred programming to build 

self-confidence, advocacy and become engaged members 

in our community.  

 

Supporting Community of Hearts means you are supporting local adults with developmental 

disabilities to access quality programming and learning opportunities right in the Guelph 

community. 

This year we are challenging our community to “rethink” gift-giving, supporting the Guelph 

community to become a flourishing, resilient city where everyone feels well and their diversity is 

celebrated. Here are some ideas that you can use to directly support Community of Hearts as we 

enter this holiday season.  

1. Support our Social Enterprise Program:  Boxes of Hearts! This season we are creating 

handmade artisan gifts perfect for everyone on your list! 

Boxes of Hearts provides job training as participants make/sell products and gain 

necessary skills to attain employment. Developing skills such as increased concentration 

and focus on job tasks; further development of receptive language; increased competence 

to follow instructions; learning to abide by Health and Safety regulations; and 

independence and confidence on the job. 

Please consider purchasing: 

• Hand Dipped Artisan Candies:  

Milk/Dark Chocolate dipped Licorice & Sour Soothers ($5/bag) 

• Beautiful handmade greeting cards (5 cards for $15) 

Visit www.communityofhearts.ca to purchase your gifts today! 

 

2. Gifts in Honour 

This holiday season you can make a donation in honour/celebration of someone special in your 

life. Once ordered, you will receive a card through mail that you can share with your recipient. 

You can align the gift to your own or your recipient’s values by choosing to support a program 

close to your heart. Visit www.communityofhearts.ca to give a gift in honour of someone special 

today! 

 

http://www.communityofhearts.ca/


Holiday Giving Guide 
Page 9 of 36 

2021 
 
 

 

 

3. Charitable Donations 

Community of Hearts is also happy to receive monetary gifts through our website 

www.communityofhearts.ca , e-transfer to admin@communityofhearts.ca or cheque made out to 

Community of Hearts.  Visit www.communityofhearts.ca to give today! 

Please contact us for more details or with any questions at info@communityofhearts.ca 

We are located at 55 Wyndham St N, Unit T28 (Old Quebec Street Shoppes across from PIN). 

For more information, visit www.communityofhearts.ca or call us at 519-826-9056 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.communityofhearts.ca/
mailto:admin@communityofhearts.ca
http://www.communityofhearts.ca/
http://www.communityofhearts.ca/
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Compass Community Services 

$5000 of our $25, 000 goal is to go back into our services. Compass offers varieties of therapy, 

developmental care and support with workplace wellness. These services are provided by 

experienced professionals in the forms of one-on-one, couples or group counselling, coordination 

and support for neurodivergent individuals, customized Employee Assistance Programs to 

improve workplace wellness, and of course our distress lines. 

www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/compass-community-services/  

Distress and Support Lines 

Trained volunteers provide emotional support through active listening and empathy at times 

when you may feel stressed, overwhelmed, lonely, and hopeless. This service is confidential and 

free to all. $10, 000 of our $25, 000 goal is to help keep these services accessible for all who 

need them! 

www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/compass-community-services/  

Listeners for folks all over Guelph-Wellington 

LGBTQ+ Support Line 

The LGBTQ+ Support Line is our newest service working to strengthen our community. Folks in 

the LGBTQ+ deserve the unique support provided by our services as they work to find 

themselves  in a world still working on understanding and accepting them. The LGBTQ+ Support 

Line helps to answer questions you may be too scared to find the answer to alone. We are here 

for your journey in our safe and welcoming community. This service is new and therefore needs 

some special attention. We would appreciate your support in helping to reach our goal of raising 

$10, 000! 

www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/compass-community-services/lgbtq-support-line-compass-

community-services  

 

We are so grateful for your taking the time to learn and grow with us! 

http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/compass-community-services/
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/compass-community-services/
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/compass-community-services/lgbtq-support-line-compass-community-services
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/compass-community-services/lgbtq-support-line-compass-community-services
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EWCS offers a Gift Program to families and individuals in need.  This 

year, due to COVID, we are offering a simpler, more streamlined 

approach through a Gift Card program model.   

 

Interested donors may contact Gary gary.h@ew-cs.com 519-856-

2113 or Stephanie stephanie.c@ew-cs.com 519-833-9696 to learn 

how they can assist. 

 

 

Emma’s Annual Toy Drive 

Emma’s Annual Toy Drive Works with businesses, organizations and individuals in the 

community supporting Guelph-Wellington Women in Crisis.  

We are accepting items until Dec 18 2021. We are accepting new unwrapped toys , monetary 

donations and gift cards. Donations can be made online on our website and at some participating 

stores (TBD on website) Official drop off points are listed on our website.  

All gift cards accepted, but greatest needs are Grocery Gift Cards, Walmart, Winners, 

Homesense, Shoppers Drug Mart, Canadian Tire, Stone Road Mall. Starting Nov 1st-Dec 20th. 

Website: www.emmastoydrive.com If you have questions please call Emma or Wendy at 519-

824-9451 or email EmmasToyDrive@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gary.h@ew-cs.com
mailto:stephanie.c@ew-cs.com
http://www.emmastoydrive.com/
mailto:EmmasToyDrive@hotmail.com
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Did you know that 1 in 7 Canadians are experiencing food 

insecurity during COVID? You can help us ensure none of our 

neighbours go hungry this Christmas season by donating, 

volunteering, or even just asking questions and spreading 

awareness. Your help during a time when so many are 

struggling to make ends meet is greatly needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

To Donate: 

There are many ways to donate to the Guelph Food Bank. Here are just a couple ideas on how 

you can get involved and make a difference in your community: 

o Run a food drive – either independently, with your class, with your company, or with 

your sports group. The sky’s the limit with how you can help collect food donations. 

o Make a monetary donation – for every $1 donated, Guelph Food Bank is able to 

provide three complete meals to somebody in need. 

o Sponsor a family – through our independent Adopt-A-Family program, you can sponsor 

a family or individual in need who could use a little bit of extra help during the Christmas 

season with items such as clothing, toiletries, and special gifts.  

o  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideas! 

 
• A reverse advent calender 

• Theme Challenges; invite family, 
friends, neighbours, colleagues to 
donate to a: 

✓ ‘Rise & Shine’’ box: cereal, dried fruit, 
nuts, granola  

✓ ‘Meat the Need’ box: canned tuna, 

salmon, ham  
✓ ‘Make Every Bean Count’ box with 

dried/canned legumes.  

✓  ‘Winter is Coming’ box: warm soups, 

stews and chili   

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/julie-van-rosendaal-reverse-advent-calendar-1.4927847
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Lend A Wing locally! Pay-it-forward memberships allow individuals 

to pay a higher membership price ($80), but for everyone sold, 

the Guelph Tool Library donate a free membership to a 

community member that is facing financial barriers.  

They are available as gift memberships here and can be 

purchased by credit card or an online-enabled debit card. The 

recipient will receive an email with their next steps for redeeming 

their gift membership.  

This subsidy helps us maintain our goal of donating 50 

memberships per year and helps increase access to the Guelph 

Tool Library for all of our community members. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your interest in supporting our women and 

children in these especially challenging times! Due to COVID-19, 

we are accepting primarily monetary donations and gift cards to 

limit the amount of close contact interactions and to help keep 

our community safe.  

Donations can be made online at the link below or via cheque 

and gift cards can be dropped at our Administration Office on 38 

Elizabeth Street in Guelph or at other locations in Fergus, Erin, 

and Palmerston. Drop off is available Monday- Friday from 

9:00am-5:00pm. We ask that you include your full name and 

address attached with a post it note with your gift card where 

possible. 

The most beneficial gift cards are ANY grocery gift cards, Shoppers Drug Mart, Walmart, and 

Stone Road Mall  

For more information, and to donate visit the website at: https://gwwomenincrisis.org/give-

help/make-a-donation/ or contact Guelph Wellington Women in Crisis at 519- 836-1110  

 

 

 

https://guelphtoollibrary.org/membership/
https://guelphtoollibrary.myturn.com/library/giftCertificate/index
https://gwwomenincrisis.org/give-help/make-a-donation/
https://gwwomenincrisis.org/give-help/make-a-donation/
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Habitat for Humanity is an advocate of creating more sustainable, safe, affordable housing 

options that will benefit Canadians and our local communities. To do this, we take a holistic and 

collaborative approach to affordable housing solutions.  

Our vision in Guelph and Wellington County is to be the affordable housing solution that 

supports social and financial stability to meet the need within our community.   

Please help Habitat for Humanity Guelph Wellington serve more families than ever before. 

Every donation helps more families access 

safe and affordable housing. Become a 

member of our Hearts for Homes monthly 

giving program or make a one-time donation 

to support our build projects at 

https://habitatgw.ca/donate/  

Volunteer your time at a local ReStore, 

fundraising event, or in the office. Complete 

your volunteer application today at 

https://habitatgw.ca/volunteer/  

Shop at or donate items you no longer need 

to one of our ReStores, located in Guelph 

and Fergus. https://habitatgw.ca/restore/  

At Habitat for Humanity, we build more 

than just houses. We build community – 

we build a world where everyone has a 

safe place to call home. Please join us! 

 

 

 

 

https://habitatgw.ca/donate/
https://habitatgw.ca/volunteer/
https://habitatgw.ca/restore/
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At HOPE House, we believe that community is the opposite of poverty. The holidays are a 

particularly stressful time for those experiencing poverty and we believe that EVERY person 

deserves HOPE for the Holidays.  

As a community, there are many ways you can personally provide HOPE to your neighbors, by: 

• Providing NEW holiday gifts for all ages. The Affordable Holiday Gift Market provides 

individuals the opportunity to select holiday gifts for family and friends at pay-what-you-can 

prices, including free. Market shoppers have told us how important it is that they can select 

the gifts themselves fostering dignity and choice. 

https://hopehouseguelph.com/programming/hope-for-the-holi days/ 

o Beginning November 22nd, gifts can be dropped off at reception Monday - Wednesday 

between 9 and 3:30 and Thursdays until 5:30. Drop off your donations to 10 Cork St. 

East reception desk! 

 

• Donating online at https://hopehouseguelph.com/donate/ to support HOPE for the Holidays 

by providing healthy and diverse foods for the holidays, the Affordable Gift Market, or 

counselling. 

 

• Providing new gloves, hats or underwear (in unopened packaging). 

o These can be dropped off at reception Monday -Wednesday between 9 and 3:30 and 

Thursdays until 5:30. Drop off your donations at 10 Cork St. East reception desk.  

Please contact Mary Jackson at give@hopehouseguelph.ca with any questions! 

Happy Holidays! 

 

 

https://hopehouseguelph.com/programming/hope-for-the-holi%20days/
https://hopehouseguelph.com/donate/
mailto:give@hopehouseguelph.ca
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Tree of Remembrance 

Hospice Wellington will be holding its annual Tree of Remembrance fundraiser this December. 

For a minimum donation of $10 you receive a Christmas ornament of your choice. 

Hang the ornament on one of Hospice Wellington’s display trees or can take it home to put on 

your tree or give as a gift to someone special. 

Hospice Wellington welcomes donators to write a note on the ornament’s tag to remember their 

loved ones. 

Hospice Wellington will be selling ornaments on Dec. 1 to Dec 23 at Stone Road Mall, online 

through the Hospice Wellington’s Sunshine Support Store and through satellite trees organized 

by individuals throughout Wellington County. 

All proceeds from the fundraiser go to support the many programs and services that are offered 

at Hospice Wellington, both in the residence and in the community. 

For more information contact Tracey Schlosser at 519-836-3921 x 254 or 

traceys@hospicewellington.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hospicewellington.org/our-events?eventID=3
mailto:traceys@hospicewellington.org
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We at Jobs.Opportunities.Enterprise. (J.O.E.) are 

grateful for the tremendous support we have received 

from the community. We hope that our coffee and 

jokes have warmed the hearts and spirits of those who 

have visited us as the weather has turned nippier.  

Please consider J.O.E. as we enter the holiday season.  

 

We have gifts available for the coffee lover in your life. Please consider purchasing: 

• Bags of our special J.O.E. blend of coffee curated for us by Planet Bean coffee. Our 3/4 

pound bags are available in whole beans or auto-grind ($15/bag) 

• Large reusable cotton tote bags with our J.O.E. logo on it ($15/bag) 

• Beautiful handmade greeting cards made with care by Volunteers and J.O.E. Participants 

($5 each or 5 for $20) 

• Our Coffee lover’s gift package for $30 (includes one bag of coffee, one reusable bag, and 

one card) 

We are happy to receive monetary gifts as well. We accept donations through our website 

jobs.opportunities.enterprise.org as well as by cheque or cash.  Your donation will go towards 

keeping our programs designed for adults with developmental disabilities operational with no 

ongoing fees for Participants.   

We appreciate donations of all kinds and hope that by giving to J.O.E. donors will feel that they 

are giving back to the community in a meaningful way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.jobsopportunitiesenterprise.org/
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The Sanctuary Outreach Crisis Pregnancy Support Program serves 
women in Guelph & Wellington county who are facing an unexpected 

pregnancy. We offer one-on-one support and mentorship from 
trained volunteers, free pregnancy testing and help to connect to 

local free or affordable resources. Your contribution will help us 
provide our program to those in need. Here is how you can give this 
holiday season: 

 
General Donation 

Monetary donations can be made online https://www.sanctuaryoutreach.com/donate.html. 
 
Infant Car Seat Fund 

The cost of purchasing a new infant car seat can be a huge hurdle for some women. In addition, 
due to safety regulations, it is not appropriate to get them used. With this in mind, the Infant 

Car Seat Fund was created so that women in need could access new car seats, by referral from 
church partners, local community organizations, or by calling our helpline to get connected. This 
Fund has expanded slightly and we now provide infant car seat/stroller combos to assist those 

who utilize public transportation. Donate to this fund online by visiting 
sanctuaryoutreach.com/infantcarseatfund.html 

 
Spread the Word 

Help us spread the word about free pregnancy support in Guelph & Wellington County. Follow us 
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram at @SanctuaryGuelph, and invite 10 friends to do the same! 
Want to support our advertising efforts so that we are able to reach more people with 

information about pregnancy support? Donate $40 to help us reach 3,000 people! 
 

 
 

 

The Arboretum provides everyone free access to 400 acres of 
woodlands, trails, tree groves, meadows and formal gardens, from 

dusk to dawn, every day of the year. We connect people to nature, and 
strive to promote a healthy environment for all through research, 
teaching, and community outreach. Gift purchases, workshops, and 

donations to The Arboretum have a direct impact on our living plant 
collections, gardens, research, and educational programs.  

   
Gift ideas include:  
 

• Workshop sessions – give the gift of learning about Nature  
• Arboretum neck buff – keep the chill off with a cool scarf  

• Donations – give a gift to The Arboretum in honor of someone special  
 

https://www.sanctuaryoutreach.com/donate.html
https://arboretum.uoguelph.ca/educationandevents/workshops
https://arboretum.uoguelph.ca/education-events/arboretum-merchandise
https://arboretum.uoguelph.ca/donations
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We are dedicated to improving the lives of children, youth and adults with learning disabilities so 
that they can reach their full potential. 

 
Did you know that people with learning disabilities can succeed when taught coping skills and 

learning strategies but if left unsupported their mental health and well-being will be at risk? 
 
Please consider giving a gift that makes a life-changing difference. 

• We gratefully accept donations through our website here - your contribution will help 
subsidize programs, purchase learning tools and resources, as well as help support 

families in crisis. 
 

• Volunteer and make a difference! We are looking for volunteers to help with our Reading 

Rocks literacy program. Work one-on-one with a child (online) twice per week for 8 
weeks, developing and implementing appropriate activities and games that build their 

skills in phonics/ phonemic awareness, sight word vocabulary, and fluency according to 
the needs of the child. Please contact us at ldawcrr@gmail.com or call Erika Longman at 
519-837-6075. 

 
Thank you for your support. For more information on our programs and our organization, please 

visit ldawc.ca. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ldawc.ca/donate.html
mailto:ldawcrr@gmail.com
http://www.ldawc.ca/
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As the largest non-governmental direct provider of social services in the area, The Salvation 

Army’s Christmas Campaign supports over 10,000 families each year with practical services such 

as: 

• Food hampers, baked goods, fresh produce 

• Clothing, personal care products, household items, baby items 

• Assistance with rent, utilities, new mattresses, medical prescriptions, glasses 

• Christmas Toy & Food hampers 

• Emergency transportation, accommodations 

• Counselling referrals & crisis support 

• Backpacks, school supplies 

• Summer camps 

 

The Salvation Army’s annual Christmas Campaign is the organization’s primary fundraiser, 

providing the financial support needed to maintain services to the community year-round. 

 

To support The Salvation Army’s Christmas Campaign, which provides food and toy hampers to 

over 1,100 families, please consider one of the following: 

• Financial donations can be made online at www.guelphsa.ca/donate or in-person at one of 

our Christmas Kettle locations. 

• Toys (new, unwrapped) can be dropped off at The Salvation Army Guelph Citadel, 1320 

Gordon Street, Guelph from Monday to Friday between the hours of 9am-12pm and 1pm 

to 4pm. 

For more information on supporting The Salvation Army’s Christmas Campaign, please email us 

at info@guelphsa.ca, or call us at 519-836-9360 

 

http://www.guelphsa.ca/donate
mailto:info@guelphsa.ca
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Emergency Food Home Delivery 

The SEED – a community food project of the Guelph Community Health Centre – rapidly shifted 

programs to give those most impacted by COVID-19 immediate access to nutritious food 

including seniors, people with low-income and people with health challenges.  

Donations towards The SEED – Emergency Food Home Delivery will be matched dollar for dollar 

by the City/County's Our Food Future project.  

Every $20 donation provides a volunteer-packed and delivered Nutritious Grocery Box for a 

community member in need.  Boxes include: proteins such as eggs, dairy, meat, vegan; fresh 

fruit and vegetables; grain products; and frozen meals prepared by volunteers.  

Follow this link for more information and to make donations.  

 

Your donations go directly 

towards the purchase of food 

or other supplies needed for 

the program.  Thank you for 

helping us ensure everyone in 

our community has enough 

good food.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://harvestimpact.ca/the-seed-emergency-food-home-delivery/


Holiday Giving Guide 
Page 22 of 36 

2021 
 
 

 

 

 

Trees for Tots 

• Beginning December 6th, you can register to have your Christmas Tree picked up by 

volunteers on Saturday, January 8th, 2022. 

• Trees will be removed for a minimum donation of $10, and tax receipts will be given for 

donations over $25.  

• Donations will benefit the Children’s Foundation of Guelph and Wellington 

• For more information, visit www.childrensfoundation.org or contact the Foundation at 

519-826-9551 or email trees4tots@childrensfoundation.org  

 

 

 

http://www.childrensfoundation.org/
mailto:trees4tots@childrensfoundation.org
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About United Way Guelph Wellington Dufferin 
  

Committed, caring, informed, relevant, and local. 
  
For more than 80 years, United Way Guelph Wellington Dufferin has worked to monitor and 

meet the pressing social needs of our community. Directed by a volunteer board, managed by 
committed staff and supported by thousands of donors, United Way works with partners in all 

sectors to identify needs and raise funds to support programs in response to those needs. 
Thanks to the generosity of thousands of donors and the hard work of our funded agencies, we 
have improved the lives of children, youth, adults, families and seniors living in Guelph, 

Wellington County, and Dufferin County. 
   

 
  

Radical Recovery – Fundraising Campaign 2021 
  

The pandemic gave us an opportunity to really look at the issues our community was facing 
before the crisis began. Homelessness, food insecurity, declining mental health, addictions, 

isolation, elder care and the digital divide were all issues our community faced a year and half 
ago – the pandemic only exacerbated them and increased the urgency and impact on our 
community. Some might say that for the first time, they really ‘saw’ and understood how these 

issues impacted others in the community and some experienced these issues for the first time 
themselves. The pandemic further showed the disproportionate impact on women and 

marginalized groups such as BIPOC, persons with disabilities and low-income households. 
Individuals and families who were already struggling were pushed further into hardship. As a 
society and a community we cannot return to the pre-pandemic ‘normal’ when it comes to social 

issues. We must seize the opportunity to learn, adapt and innovate. Together, we must speed up 
progress and take a giant leap forward towards equality and build back to an even stronger 

community. 
  
Donate: unitedwayguelph.com/donate 

 

 

https://unitedwayguelph.com/donate/
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Wyndham House works to prevent, reduce and end youth homelessness in Guelph, Wellington. 
Each night, we provide 32 beds to homeless and at-risk youth ages 16-24 that have no place to 

call home.  
  
Wyndham House welcomes financial and in-kind donations year-round.  
 
Holiday Donations can be dropped off at our Admin Office: 

106 Woolwich St, Monday–Friday 9am -4pm.  
  
Ways you can help:  

• Make a monetary donation or become a monthly donor online @ www.wyndhamhouse.org  

• Grant Youth Holiday Wishes: Gift cards, Adult size: fleece, coats, hats/gloves, underwear, 

backpacks, art kits, personal care items. 

• Donate a ‘Welcome Home Basket’ supporting Youth on the Move: pillows, blankets, double 

sheets, towels, shower curtains, kitchen items, cleaning kits. 

• Support our Youth Emergency Shelter (16 beds) with single sheets, pillows, blankets, 

towels, non-perishable food items.  

• Donate a ‘Personal Care Kit’: shampoo/conditioner, body wash, deodorant, facial/hair 

care, make-up packed in any small bag.  

 

All Gift Cards welcomed. 
  
  
Please visit www.wyndhamhouse.org or contact Kim Evershed, via phone at 519-822-
4400 x206 or email kim@wyndhamhouse.org  
 

 

  

http://www.wyndhamhouse.org/
http://www.wyndhamhouse.org/
mailto:kim@wyndhamhouse.org
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Local churches, neighbourhood groups and community organizations often have 

donation programs or collect goods. Consider donating to causes they support. 

 

 

In need of Community Information for yourself or someone you know? 

24/7 visit our Community Information portal or dial 2-1-1  

 

 

 

“The Christmas season can be a 

difficult time for many. As 
Canadians begin to feel the winter 
chill, you can help warm hearts by 

making a donation to Christmas 
charities.  

 
When you donate to Christmas 
charities, you are making sure that 

a child has a gift under the tree, a 
local family has enough food for 

their holiday dinner, and everyone 
experiences the joy and magic of 
Christmas.  

 
Your donation will also provide 

winter essentials such as warm 
clothing and groceries, shelter, and 
other services to those experiencing 

poverty, homelessness, or 
isolation.” 

 

Canada Helps 

https://guelph-wellington.211centralsouth.ca/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/donate-to-christmas-charities/


Holiday Giving Guide 
Page 26 of 36 

2021 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Share your gift of time, talent and generosity through  

volunteering as an individual or family! 

 

The road to recovery includes volunteerism and the community benefit sector. To meet the 

needs now and into the future, we need you.  

Though our volunteer opportunity database, you can search by: 

• COVID pandemic volunteer needs 

• Area of interest, Organization, What’s New 

You can also: 

• Create a profile to be alerted to areas of volunteering you are interested in 

• Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter that include 5 new opportunities each week!  

 

 

 

https://communitylinks.cioc.ca/volunteer/results.asp?AIID=140
https://communitylinks.cioc.ca/volunteer/browsebyinterest.asp
https://communitylinks.cioc.ca/volunteer/browsebyorg.asp
https://communitylinks.cioc.ca/volunteer/whatsnew.asp
https://communitylinks.cioc.ca/volunteer/profile/login.asp
https://volunteerguelphwellington.us9.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=b51f8f59550af0d45c64d2632&id=0a07503d92
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There is a lot happening in the world right now, it’s normal to feel overwhelmed. 

We all get lost from the path, let Compass guide you to safety! 

At Compass Community Services we work toward building safe opportunities for growth and 

development for the residents of Guelph and Wellington County. Our specially trained volunteers 

provide emotional support through empathetic and active listening when one may feel stressed, 

lonely, or hopeless. Offering a variety of services with the intention of building strength within 

our community; Compass helps people find their way. Our service is confidential and free to all 

residents. Our calls vary from suicidal ideation to issues of abuse. 

 

100 volunteers staff the lines seven days a week! 

 

The mental health support provided by our service lines and clinic make a difference in the lives 

of our community every day, and your donation contributes to that! 

When is the best time to help? 

Giving Tuesday follows a period where we practise gratitude for what we have. This day gives us 

the power to come together and strengthen our community; to make an immediate impact 

through donations of dollars, time, and support. This Tuesday, November 30 we set ourselves 

some ambitious goals 

Give the gift of time, energy or finance. 

Volunteer with us! 

If you don’t have access to donate to the funding campaign, we are always looking for more 

volunteers, especially around the holiday season! Consider volunteering with us to give back 

something someone always needs; someone to listen. 
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Christmas is the busiest time of year for us here at the Guelph 

Food Bank, and we are always looking for help with our various 

programs.  

 

Some of our volunteer positions include: 

 

 

o Regular Volunteer Positions (All Year) 

o Client Services Support – supporting our team as we service our clients 

o Volunteer Drivers – completing donation pick-ups around the community 

o Warehouse Support – assisting the warehouse team in our day-to-day operations 

o Seasonal Volunteer Positions (Christmas Only) 

o Gift Wrapping – volunteering at our gift-wrapping booth in Stone Road Mall from 

December 1st until December 24th 

o Group Volunteering – volunteer as a group with your co-workers, family members, 

team members, or classmates during the Christmas season  

 

For more information, call us today at 519-767-1380 or email us at gfb@spiritwind.ca! 

 

On behalf of all of us here at the Guelph Food Bank, we wish you and your families a wonderful 

Christmas season and a Happy New Year. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gfb@spiritwind.ca
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You don’t always need a hard hat and a hammer to 

volunteer with Habitat for Humanity! Whether you’re 

working in the ReStore, on the truck, on the build site, 

or even virtually, every volunteer role plays a crucial 

part in the success of our mission. Learn more and 

apply today at https://habitatgw.ca/volunteer/.   

 

 

Volunteers are especially needed in our ReStore warehouse setting, and supporting 

our Pick-Up, Kitchen Salvage, and Delivery services.  

 

 

https://habitatgw.ca/volunteer/
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We are Always Looking For More Volunteers! 

Located downtown Guelph providing poverty relief services, 

with a variety of ways to get involved. Please apply with 

interest in joining our team on our website or reach out if you 

have any questions. 

Volunteer Positions Include: 

• Reception & Admin Assistant 

• Delivery Drivers 

• Clothing Market 

• Facility Maintenance 

• Food Services, as in the Take-away Breakfast Program, Food Market, and a variety of 

meal prep opportunities 

• Hair Stylist (licensed or previously licensed) 

• Annual Affordable Gift Market 

Hours: Monday - Wednesday 9 am - 4 pm Thursday 9 am - 6 pm 

Click this link to apply to our current volunteer needs.  

 

Christmas Joy Home Tour in support of HOPE House – Saturday, November 20 

The Christmas Joy Home Tour is a self-guided tour of carefully selected homes that have been 

professionally decorated for the holiday season. Each year the tour grows and develops in 

innovative ways, adding new things for our tour attendees to enjoy. Last year we hosted a 

completely virtual tour. This year we see a hybrid model with unlimited viewers online and up to 

500 in person participants.  

  

In order to put on this tour, we rely heavily on volunteers in the homes. Volunteering at this 

joyful event is a way to give back to the community, to share your gift of hospitality with tour-

goers, and to enjoy the beginning of the Christmas season.   

Sign up to volunteer here.  

 

 

 

https://communitylinks.cioc.ca/volunteer/results.asp?NUM=GUE0653
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d45a8a729abfac16-christmas
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The Learning Disabilities Association of 

Wellington County is a charitable, non-profit 

organization dedicated to improving the lives 

of children, youth and adults with learning 

disabilities so that they can reach their full potential. Reading Rocks is a reading program offered 

The program is looking for dedicated volunteers to work individually with children aged 6-12 to 

help them with important reading skills. During this 8-week program you will be working with a 

must.  Previous experience working with children or tutoring would be an asset.  Training will be 

provided, along with lots of fun and interactive materials to help you engage your student. 

Upcoming orientation dates include:  

• Fergus - Monday, January 3rd 

• Guelph (east end) – Wednesday, January 5th 

• Online (MS Teams) – Tuesday, January 4th or Thursday, January 6th 

Confirmation will be sent along with detail closer to the date. Apply here.  

 

 

Onward Willow Neighbourhood Group 

Christmas Hamper Ambassadors - Helping families in the 

community have food and gifts at Christmas time. Several 

shifts needing to be filled on all Fridays in November on 

Fridays only 11:00 am-2:00 pm and 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

Apply to volunteer here.  

 
 

 
 

Volunteer and make a difference! We are looking for volunteers to 

help with our 24-hour pregnancy support helpline. As a helpline 

volunteer, you will be the first line of support for women in crisis 

pregnancy situations. Free training is provided to all interested 

volunteers. If you are interested, please contact us at 

info@sanctuaryoutreach.com or call Vanessa Montague at 519-836-

6311. 

 

https://form.jotform.com/203084991501251
https://communitylinks.cioc.ca/volunteer/record/V-GUE3374?Number=1
mailto:info@sanctuaryoutreach.com
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The Arboretum’s volunteers play an important and vital role in 

providing a great experience for users of The Arboretum. Volunteer 

opportunities include groups out on the grounds caring for our 

collections, working on our front desk, docents, seed and plant groups 

and more. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Barb 

Ash at bash@uoguelph.ca.  

For further information please visit www.arboretum.uoguelph.ca, 

email: arbor@uoguelph.ca or call 519-824-4120 ext. 52113 

 

 

The Salvation Army’s Christmas Campaign is fast approaching. 

There are many volunteer opportunities that we need to fill – we 

need your help! Please consider the list of opportunities, below. 

More information on volunteer opportunities and a contact form 

are available at www.guelphsa.ca/volunteer.  

 

• Kettle Volunteers 

• Kettle Campaign Support Team 

• Hamper Application Volunteers 

• Christmas Campaign Support Drivers 

• Santa Shuffle Race-Kit Volunteers 

• Hamper Packing 

• Hamper Distribution Day 

 

 

 

mailto:arbor@uoguelph.ca
http://www.guelphsa.ca/volunteer
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Grab your shovels, get outside and become a Snow Angel! 

• Volunteer as an individual, 14 years of age or older, as a family or a group. Volunteers are 

responsible for clearing snow at driveway entrances left by snowplows within 24 hours of 

a significant snowfall. 

• Contact Emily Vincent at (519) 822-1155 or emily@PINnetwork.ca  

This is a great family volunteering opportunity or physically distanced activity to do with a friend 

practicing safe COVID precautions.  

 

Trees for Tots 

• Beginning December 6th, 

you can register to have 

your Christmas Tree 

picked up by volunteers 

on Saturday, January 8th, 

2022. 

• Trees will be removed for 

a minimum donation of 

$10, and tax receipts will 

be given for donations over $25.  

• Donations will benefit the Children’s Foundation of Guelph and Wellington 

• For more information, visit www.childrensfoundation.org or contact the Foundation at 

519-826-9551 or email trees4tots@childrensfoundation.org  

  

https://pinnetwork.ca/snow-angels/
mailto:emily@PINnetwork.ca
http://www.childrensfoundation.org/
mailto:trees4tots@childrensfoundation.org
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5th annual, Socks for Shelter Campaign: requires 
campaign volunteers to promote and help us sell 1200 

pairs of socks around town in the month of December. 
Cabin Casual in design, just $10.00 a pair.  
  
Cook or Donate a Meal for 10: supporting a sit-down meal 
for our residents by lending a helping hand to relieve our 

front-line staff. 
  
Decorate the outside of our (3) Supportive Housing sites 
with holiday décor. Inside holiday decorations are also in 
need. 

  
Thank you! For more information or to volunteer, contact Kim Evershed, via phone at 

519-822-4400 x206 or email kim@wyndhamhouse.org 
 
 

Volunteering is a rewarding experience all year around! 
For a complete listing of short and long term volunteer opportunities… 

 Visit our homepage at PINnetwork.ca 
1. Click Volunteer Opportunities  

2. You can search by areas of interest, by Organization, What’s New and Interests  
3. Click “Yes, I’d like to Volunteer!” to get in touch with the contact of the program. 
4. Get in contact with us for more information or assistance. 519 822-0912 or email 

info@PINnetwork.ca   
 

Sign up for weekly volunteer opportunities or create a profile to receive volunteer 
opportunities specific to your interests. It is easy, visit PINnetwork.ca!  
 

 
 

What is Guelph Gives? 

You’ve heard of Black Friday and 

Cyber Monday – days that are 

great for the economy and 

getting a good deal – well now 

we have Giving Tuesday 

(November 30th), a day that is great for the community. This year more than ever, local 

businesses and organizations need support! Learn more at GuelphGives.ca. 

 

 

mailto:kim@wyndhamhouse.org
https://pinnetwork.ca/
https://pinnetwork.ca/volunteers/
mailto:info@PINnetwork.ca
https://pinnetwork.ca/
https://guelphgives.ca/
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@PINnetworkGW 

We believe that everyone has something 

to contribute to our community.  

PIN supports nonprofits and charities to recruit 

volunteers, to engage best practices in the 
field of volunteer involvement and to 

recognize the value of volunteering.  

PIN aspires to promote volunteerism and 

inspire action.  

 

2021 marks our 20th anniversary.  

Inspired by the United Nations International Year of the Volunteer in 2001, nonprofits, 

charities, the local government and funders expressed the need to develop a Volunteer 

Centre in Guelph and Wellington.  

From there a small group of dedicated and innovative leaders set out to establish the 

new organization that would engage volunteers and support nonprofits and charities. 

As we recognize our 20th Anniversary, we celebrate our past and look to the future of 

volunteering. How volunteerism has changed since COVID, how human connection is a 

vital core that is both craved and cherished and how active citizenship builds 

community.  

We believe in a circle of connection where all are valued, where individuals feel purpose 

through volunteering and where we strengthen community together.  

Join us. Through your investment, you are strengthening volunteerism in our 

community.  

How Can You Help? Donate. Sponsor. Volunteer. Want to give but don’t see what you 

are looking for? Contact Kim Cusimano, Executive Director kim@PINnetwork.ca 

 

 

 

 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/PIN/
https://pinnetwork.ca/donors-funders-sponsors/
https://communitylinks.cioc.ca/volunteer/results.asp?NUM=GCL1976
mailto:kim@PINnetwork.ca
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