We provide connections and leadership in Guelph and Wellington County to support the
development of individuals and organizations. We help people navigate essential community
services, provide a hub for volunteer opportunities and engagement, and enable best practices
and continuous learning for professionals in the non-profit sector. PINnetwork.ca

Holiday Giving Guide 2020

‘It’s not how much we give but how much love we put into giving’ – Mother Teresa
The following listing offers an opportunity for our community to support local organizations
through donation and/or volunteering.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Guelph
12 Days of Giving Online Silent Auction; this online auction is Big Brothers Big Sisters of Guelph
year end fundraiser. We have a goal to raise $5,000.00 from December 2-13. Proceeds support
the 700+ children and youth we serve in our community.
Donations towards our auction helps our team maintain and manage existing matches and of
course recruit and train new volunteers for new potential matches - taking children off our wait
list.
Online Auction Site: 32auctions.com/bbbsg12days2020
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Chalmers Community Services Centre
Chalmers accepts donated Christmas Gift Bags and provide these to the adult guests on the last
pantry days before Dec 25. For many of the guests, this is the only gift they will receive.
Given the health and safety considerations of these particular times, Chalmers is adjusting in
order to ensure our volunteers, guests and donors can be giving and receiving as safely as
possible. As a result, the contents of the bags have changed slightly this year.

•

Suggested items to include in a gift bag: Regular size shampoo (not conditioner), single
toothbrush in its packaging, toothpaste and/or dental floss, shower gel, body wash, or
soap, boxed candy or boxed chocolate (not homemade and not Halloween candy), small
jar of instant coffee, box of tea bags, or tin/box of hot chocolate (no coffee pods)

•

Please note that there is no need for the items to be gift wrapped. Christmas Gift Bags
can be delivered in new, reusable shopping bags.

•

Deliveries can be made to Chalmers Downtown (41 Macdonell Street) on
o Tuesdays in November and December 1st between 10 am and 11 am,
o Thursday November 19th from 6-8 pm or
o Thursday November 26th from 6-8 pm.

If shopping for a Christmas bag in 2020 is not something that is feeling doable for you this year,
please consider donating financially to the Campaign. With your financial contribution, we will
purchase items to fill a Christmas bag on your behalf, including gloves and socks. You can
donate online through Canada Helps: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/48864 or donate by
mail to Chalmers Community Services Centre, 41 Macdonell Street, Guelph, ON, N1H 2Z4.

Please contact Sarah Dermer, Program and Volunteer Coordinator to express your interest in
participating in this year’s Christmas Gift Bag Campaign and let her know how many Christmas
bags you wish to provide. This year’s final delivery date to Chalmers Downtown is Tuesday
December 1st.
Contact: volunteer@chalmerscentre.ca or by phone at 519-822-8778
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Children’s Foundation of Guelph Wellington Adopt-a-Family
The Adopt-A-Family Program matches donors with families in need in order to make Christmas
shine a little brighter. In 2019, with the support of our generous community of donors, we were
able to provide Christmas gifts and grocery cards for 1,287 families and independent youth,
which included 2,821 children and youth.
Families are referred to us by social service agencies who have identified they are in need.
Adopt-A-Family is about more than gifts under the tree; it's about providing families with
support and hope during the holidays.
*While Adopt-A-Family is a Christmas holiday program, it is open to people of all backgrounds
and traditions.
With all the changes the pandemic has brought about in our community, we have had to re-think
how to continue providing the support kids and families need in new and safe ways.
The safety of our team, our donors, and the community at large has been forefront in our
planning. In the spirit of Santa Claus and the Elves, with a steadfast and jolly determination to
bring hope and joy home for the holidays, we are pleased that we will be able to continue
providing holiday support this year, although it will look different than how our program usually
runs.
For Adopt-A-Family 2020, we will be moving to a Gift Card model. We will continue to partner
with social and community agencies who will refer families in need to the program. Donors who
wish to 'adopt' a family will still be able to do so, receiving information about the family they are
supporting, including what gift cards will be most helpful for that family to purchase what they
need for a special holiday.
Donor sign-up at:
www.childrensfoundation.org
Call 519-829-0855 or email aaf@childrensfoundation.org
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Community of Hearts' Lifelong Learning Centre
Community of Hearts is a not-for-profit, charitable organization in Guelph supporting youth,
adults and seniors with developmental exceptionalities to achieve the level of independence they
desire. Through curriculum-based quality programming, a person centred focus, as well as
relevant and responsive opportunities we support our participants to build self-confidence, selfadvocacy and become more engaged members in the community.

Please consider supporting Community of Hearts as we enter this holiday season. Our Social
Enterprise Program, Boxes of Hearts creates handmade artisan gifts perfect for everyone on
your list!
Our Social Enterprise Program provides job-readiness training so that participants make/sell
products and gain necessary skills to attain employment. Participants can count on gaining the
following skills: increased concentration and focus on job tasks; further development of
receptive language; increased competence to follow instructions; learn to abide by Health and
Safety regulations; and independence and confidence on the job. Participants currently make
delicious chocolate-covered candy as well as beautiful photo greeting cards.
Please consider purchasing:
•
•

Hand Dipped Artisan Candies: Milk and Dark Chocolate dipped liquorice & Sour Soothers
($5/bag)
Beautiful handmade photo greeting cards made with photos taken by program participants
(5 for $15)

Visit our website at www.communityofhearts.ca to purchase your gifts today.
Community of Hearts is also happy to receive monetary gifts through our website
www.communityofhearts.ca as well as cash or cheque made out to Community of Hearts.
This holiday season you can make a donation in honour or celebration of someone special in
your life. Your gift supports adults with developmental disabilities in our community to access
quality programming and learning opportunities right in their community.
Please contact us for more details or with any questions at info@communityofhearts.ca
55 Wyndham St N, Unit T28 (Old Quebec Street Shoppes across from PIN) Please see website
for hours or email info@communityofhearts.ca to make an appointment. For more information,
visit the website at: communityofhearts.ca or call us at 519-826-9056

Holiday Giving Guide
Page 5 of 17

2020

East Wellington Community Services
EWCS offers a Gift Program to families and individuals in need. This year, due to COVID, we are
offering a simpler, more streamlined approach through a Gift Card program model. Interested
donors may contact Barb barb.c@ew-cs.com 519-856-2113 or Stephanie stephanie.c@ewcs.com 519-833-9696 to learn how they can assist.

Emma’s Annual Toy Drive
Emma’s Annual Toy Drive Works with businesses, organizations and individuals in the
community supporting Guelph-Wellington Women in Crisis.
We are accepting primarily monetary donations and gift cards this year due to COVID-19. It is
the safest way to provide support while limiting or avoiding close contact. Donations can be
made online here and at some participating stores (TBD on website):
All gift cards accepted, but greatest needs are Grocery Gift Cards, Walmart, Winners,
Homesense, Shoppers Drug Mart, Canadian Tire, Stone Road Mall. Starting Nov 1st-Dec 20th.
Website: www.emmastoydrive.com
If you have questions please call Emma or Wendy at 519-824-9451 or email
EmmasToyDrive@hotmail.com
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Guelph Food Bank
There are many ways to donate to the Guelph Food Bank. Run a food drive at your work place
Do a fundraiser, Donate monthly from your pay, Adopt-A-Family at Christmas , Donate Canadian
Tire money, Donate used inkjet cartridges and toners. Learn more at guelphfoodbank.ca
Ideas!
•
•

✓
✓
✓
✓

A reverse advent calender
Theme Challenges; invite family,
friends, neighbours, colleagues to
donate to a:
‘Rise & Shine’’ box: cereal, dried fruit,
nuts, granola
‘Meat the Need’ box: canned tuna,
salmon, ham
‘Make Every Bean Count’ box with
dried/canned legumes.
‘Winter is Coming’ box: warm soups,
stews and chili

Food drives are a great family volunteering opportunity. Get creative, get connected, support your
community. 1 in 7 Canadians are experiencing food insecurity during COVID.

Guelph/Wellington Women in Crisis
Thank you for your interest in supporting our women and children in these especially challenging
times! Due to COVID-19, we are accepting primarily monetary donations and gift cards to limit
the amount of close contact interactions and to help keep our community safe.
•

Donations can be made online at the link below or via cheque and gift cards can be
dropped at our Administration Office on 38 Elizabeth Street in Guelph or at other locations
in Fergus, Erin, and Palmerston. Drop off is available Monday- Friday from 9:00am5:00pm with no entry to office permitted (you will be met at front door). We ask that you
include your full name and address attached with a post it note with your gift card where
possible.

•

The most beneficial gift cards are ANY grocery gift cards, Shoppers Drug Mart, Walmart,
HomeSense, Winners, Canadian Tire and Stone Road Mall

•

For more information, and to donate visit the website at:
https://gwwomenincrisis.org/give-help/make-a-donation/ or contact Justine Morgan at
519- 836-1110 ext. 244 or by emailing justine@gwwomenincrisis.org
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Habitat For Humanity
At Habitat for Humanity Wellington Dufferin Guelph, we build more than just houses. We build
community – we build a world where everyone has a safe place to call home.
The end of 2020 marks a milestone for us. Cityview Village, our most ambitious build to date, is
nearing completion. Twenty-eight new homes, immeasurable volunteer and community support,
$7.8 million in costs, and three years later, we are welcoming the final eight families into
affordable homeownership.
Ways that you can help:
•
•
•
•

Make a monetary donation or become a monthly donor. Invite your friends and family to
do the same.
Shop at our ReStores to find new and gently used items for your home - Every visit to the
ReStore is different, and every purchase helps support our build projects.
Drop off your no-longer-needed gently used furniture, appliances, home décor, or building
supplies to one of our ReStores.
Volunteer at one of our ReStores and stay tuned for our next build project to get involved.

With your support this holiday season, we can continue working together to build a world where
everyone has a safe, affordable place to call home. Donate today to make a difference that lasts
a lifetime: www.habitatwdg.ca/donate/hearts-for-homes/

HOPE House
Is there someone on your holiday gift list that just seems to "have everything," or perhaps you
know someone in your life who has been affected in some way by poverty?
This holiday season, consider having a donation made to HOPE House a gift choice. By offering
this gift option, not only are you providing a gift to the community in a way of supporting
programs and services designed for those affected by poverty - but you are also giving a gift
that continues to give.
A $50 donation would provide 8 families fresh produce for a week, which would encourage a
healthy eating lifestyle.
To learn more about how to become a monthly donor, and help to Sustain HOPE for your
community please visit: lakesidehopehouse.ca/donate-now
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Hospice Wellington – Tree of Remembrance
Hospice Wellington offers a variety of traditional and fun holiday ornaments that can be placed
on the Tree of Remembrance or taken home to place on your own tree.
Each ornament is available for a minimum $10.00 donation and all proceeds from this fundraiser
go to support the services provided in their residence and the many programs and supports
available through their community level. All services, programs and supports are free of charge.
Dates and Location: November 30 – December 22 at Stone Road Mall
Check the Events section on the Hospice Wellington website for additional locations and venues
at hospicewellington.org/our-events.
Contact John Gilbert at 519-836-3921 x231 or john.gilbert@hospicewellington.org for more
information

J.O.E – Jobs. Opportunities. Enterprise
We at Jobs.Opportunities.Enterprise. (J.O.E.) are grateful for the tremendous support we have
received from the community. We hope that our coffee and jokes have warmed the hearts and
spirits of those who have visited us as the weather has turned nippier.
Please consider J.O.E. as we enter the holiday season.
We have gifts available for the coffee lover in your life. Please consider purchasing:
•
•
•
•

Bags of our special J.O.E. blend of coffee curated for us by Planet Bean coffee. Our 3/4
pound bags are available in whole beans or auto-grind ($15/bag)
Large reusable cotton tote bags with our J.O.E. logo on it ($15/bag)
Beautiful handmade greeting cards made with care by Volunteers and J.O.E. Participants
($5 each or 5 for $20)
Our Coffee lover’s gift package for $30 (includes one bag of coffee, one reusable bag, and
one card)

We are happy to receive monetary gifts as well. We accept donations through our website
jobs.opportunities.enterprise.org as well as by cheque or cash. Your donation will go towards
keeping our programs designed for adults with developmental disabilities operational with no
ongoing fees for Participants.
We appreciate donations of all kinds and hope that by giving to J.O.E. donors will feel that they
are giving back to the community in a meaningful way.
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The Learning Disabilities Association of Wellington County
We are dedicated to improving the lives of children, youth and adults with learning disabilities so
that they can reach their full potential.
Did you know that people with learning disabilities can succeed when taught coping skills and
learning strategies but if left unsupported their mental health and well-being will be at risk?
Please consider giving a gift that makes a life-changing difference.
• We gratefully accept donations through our website here - your contribution will help
subsidize programs, purchase learning tools and resources, as well as help support
families in crisis.
•

Volunteer and make a difference! We are looking for volunteers to help with our Reading
Rocks literacy program. Work one-on-one with a child (online) twice per week for 8
weeks, developing and implementing appropriate activities and games that build their
skills in phonics/ phonemic awareness, sight word vocabulary, and fluency according to
the needs of the child. Please contact us at ldawcrr@gmail.com or call Erika Longman at
519-837-6075.

Thank you for your support. For more information on our programs and our organization, please
visit ldawc.ca.

The Salvation Army
•

Financial donations will be accepted at various kettle locations in Guelph or donations can
be mailed to The Salvation Army, P.O. Box 1146, Guelph ON, N1H 6N3

•

Winter coats/apparel are graciously accepted throughout the season

•

For more information call 519-836-9360 or visit guelphsa.ca
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The SEED – Emergency Food Home Delivery
The SEED – a community food project of the Guelph Community Health Centre – rapidly shifted
programs to give those most impacted by COVID-19 immediate access to nutritious food
including seniors, people with low-income and people with health challenges.
Donations towards The SEED – Emergency Food Home Delivery will be matched dollar for dollar
by the City/County's Our Food Future project.
Every $20 donation provides a volunteer-packed and delivered Nutritious Grocery Box for a
community member in need. Boxes include: proteins such as eggs, dairy, meat, vegan; fresh
fruit and vegetables; grain products; and frozen meals prepared by volunteers.
Follow this link for more information and to make donations.
Your donations go directly towards the purchase of food or other supplies needed for the
program. Thank you for helping us ensure everyone in our community has enough good food.

Trees for Tots
•

Beginning December 1st, you can register to have your Christmas Tree picked up by
volunteers on Saturday, Jan 9th, 2021.

•

Trees will be removed for a minimum donation of $10, and tax receipts will be given for
donations over $25. Donations will benefit the Children’s Foundation of Guelph and
Wellington

•

For more information, visit www.childrensfoundation.org or contact Brenda Walsh at 519829-0855 or email trees4tots@childrensfoundation.org

United Way Guelph Wellington Dufferin
Are you looking for a gift that is more meaningful than a gift card? A gift to United Way has a
resounding impact in our community for generations to come.
Your gift ensures kids, seniors and those living in poverty have access to healthy meals. It
ensures kids grow up to be all that they can be. And it ensures people across Guelph,
Wellington and Dufferin have a safe, warm place to sleep, learn and grow together.
•
•
•

For as low as $20, you can give a gift that will make a difference.
Donations are tax-receiptable.
Visit www.unitedwayguelph.com or call 519-821-0571
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Welcome In Drop-In Centre
•

Contact: 519-837-0080 or visit the website: dropincentreguelph.com

Wyndham House
Wyndham House works to prevent, reduce and end youth homelessness in Guelph, Wellington.
Each night, we provide 32 beds to homeless and at-risk youth ages 15-24 that have no place to
call home.
Wyndham House welcomes financial and in-kind donations year round. Holiday Donations can be
dropped off at our Admin Office, 106 Woolwich St, Monday–Friday 9am -4pm.
Ways you can help:
•
•

Make a monetary donation or become a monthly donor online @ wyndhamhouse.org
Holiday Wishes supporting 32 Youth: Gift cards, Unwrapped running shoes, underwear,
fleece, coats, art kits, hats/gloves, backpacks and holiday treats.

•

Donate a Welcome Home Basket to Youth on the Move: pillows, comforters, blankets,
double sheets, towels, shower curtains, kitchen items.

•

Support our Emergency Shelter with single sheets, pillows, blankets, towels, non
perishable food items, holiday treats.

•

Donate Personal Care Kits anytime: shampoo/conditioner, body wash, deodorant,
facial/hair care, make-up packed in any small bag.

•

Consider purchasing Socks supporting our 4th annual, Socks for Shelter campaign online
or in person. Two adult styles available, just $10.00 a pair, for the month of December. A
holiday gift with a purpose.

Thank you for your ongoing and holiday support to those who need it most. We’re all in this
together.

Visit the website at wyndhamhouse.org or contact Kim Evershed, via phone at 519822-4400 x206 or email kim@wyndhamhouse.org
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“The Christmas season can be a
difficult time for many. As
Canadians begin to feel the winter
chill, you can help warm hearts by
making a donation to Christmas
charities.
When you donate to Christmas
charities, you are making sure that
a child has a gift under the tree, a
local family has enough food for
their holiday dinner, and everyone
experiences the joy and magic of
Christmas.
Your donation will also provide
winter essentials such as warm
clothing and groceries, shelter, and
other services to those experiencing
poverty, homelessness, or
isolation.”
Canada Helps

Local churches, neighbourhood groups and community organizations often have
donation programs or collect goods. Consider donating to causes they support.
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Share your gift of time, talent and generosity through
volunteering as an individual, family, group!

You can become a COVID Community Changemaker!
In response to the needs of our community, PIN is assembling a team of changemakers.
Individuals who want to volunteer to help those affected by COVID-19.
Virtual Volunteering: volunteering that can be performed without any contact, such as
telephone outreach to vulnerable individuals
Light Touch Volunteering: volunteering that can be performed with minimal contact, such as
pickup and delivery services for vulnerable individuals.
High Touch Volunteering: volunteering that must be performed with increased contact, such
as passenger transportation to appointments & volunteer support essential services
This initiative runs until March 31, 2021. Your help is needed; sign up today!
Our team will contact you to learn how you want to help and match with immediate needs
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Guelph Food Bank
There are a number of ways to get involved with the Guelph Food Bank over the Christmas
season. In order to get involved in any of the following positions, please contact our office at
519-767-1380 or gfb@spiritwind.ca.
Food Sorting
With the abundance of food donations that come in over the holiday season, we are always
looking for extra hands to help sort and stock the shelves!
Drivers
Guelph Food Bank is always looking for drivers to join our team and help with pickups and
deliveries throughout the year, but especially in the busy Christmas season. If you are interested
in this opportunity, please speak with the office to find out how you can get involved!

Habitat For Humanity
You don’t always need a hard hat and a hammer to volunteer with Habitat for Humanity. Every
volunteer role plays a crucial part in the success of our mission. Some of our many opportunities
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enjoy working with people? The ReStore is a high-energy place to volunteer in areas like
customer service, retail, and merchandising.
Looking for a behind-the-scenes role? Volunteer in our ReStore warehouse - receiving,
sorting, and testing donations to prepare them for sale.
Habitat Home Services – Our new Habitat Home Services crew is looking for individuals
with skills in general home maintenance to help those in our community looking for a bit
of assistance in taking care of their homes.
Kitchen Salvage – Our Kitchen Salvage crew helps to gently remove old kitchen cabinets
and appliances from homes that are being renovated. Home renovation skills are valuable
on this crew.
Office Administration/Events – Occasional projects are available to support the office
team. Contact us for more information.
Committees – various committees help our organization run smoothly. Contact us for
more information about how to join us.
Build site – stay tuned as we complete Cityview Village and plan for our next build.

You may be able to complete your 40 Community Involvement Hours through these
opportunities. We also partner with local high schools, as well as colleges and universities to
offer placements and internships. Visit our website for more information and complete the
application form to begin your volunteer experience. habitatwdg.ca/volunteer
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Pro Labore Dei
Now and throughout the year, you can provide support and a nourishing meal to underserved
individuals in the community. Volunteers are needed to assist with providing home-cooked food
on Saturday evenings for the least privileged. Make and bring a casserole, or any home cooked
food, for 8-12 people. Contact Stella Hill, Assistant Manager, Pro Labore Dei Inc.; Phone: 519222-2655; Email: pldguelph@prolaboredei.org

The Salvation Army
•

Christmas Kettle Campaign kettles@guelphsa.ca

Snow Angels
Grab your shovels, get outside and become a Snow Angel!
•

Volunteer as an individual, 14 years of age or older, as a family or a group. Volunteers are
responsible for clearing snow at driveway entrances left by snow plows within 24 hours of
a significant snowfall.

•

Contact Emily Vincent at (519) 822-1155 or emily@PINnetwork.ca

This is a great family volunteering opportunity or physically distanced activity to do with a friend
practicing safe COVID precautions.
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Trees for Tots
•

•

This is a Christmas Tree pickup service by donation in support of the Children’s
Foundation of Guelph & Wellington. Volunteers are needed:
o

Beginning December 2 through mid- January, Monday to Friday to support
registration and scheduling of the 4,000 trees to be picked up. Roles include Office
Assistant, Registration Volunteers and Promotion and Outreach Volunteers.

o

Jan 9th, 2021– volunteers are needed to help with picking up Christmas trees. This
opportunity is suitable for individuals, families and groups – a vehicle suitable for
picking up trees is required. Positions include Administrative Volunteers, Truck
Drivers, Drivers Assistant (need to be physically capable of lifting up to 50
pounds), Organization and Lead Volunteers.

Contact Brenda Walsh at trees4tots@childrensfoundation.org, call 519-826-9551, or visit
http://www.childrensfoundation.org/ways-to-help/events/trees-for-tots

Wyndham House
Various opportunities to volunteer including:
1. 4th annual, Socks for Shelter December campaign requires volunteers on Saturday
December 5th, 12th, 19th to help sell Socks at the Guelph Farmers Market.
2. We are also looking for volunteers to help promote our Socks for Shelter Socks in the
community/workplace. Information on our website.
3. Donate a prepared Holiday Dinner for 20 supporting our residential sites.
4. Decorate for the holidays outside our 2 residential sites.
Thank you!
For more information or to volunteer, contact Kim Evershed, via phone at 519-822-4400 x206 or
email kim@wyndhamhouse.org
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Volunteering is a rewarding experience all year around!
For a complete listing of short and long term volunteer opportunities…
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Visit our homepage at PINnetwork.ca
Click Volunteer Opportunities
You can search by areas of interest, by Organization, What’s New and Interests
Click “Yes, I’d like to Volunteer!” to get in touch with the contact of the program.
Get in contact with us for more information or assistance. 519 822-0912 or email
info@PINnetwork.ca

Sign up for weekly volunteer opportunities or create a profile to receive volunteer
opportunities specific to your interests. It is easy, visit PINnetwork.ca!

What is Guelph Gives?
You’ve heard of Black Friday and
Cyber Monday – days that are
great for the economy and
getting a good deal – well now
we have Giving Tuesday
st
(December 1 ), a day that is great for the community. This year more than ever, local
businesses and organizations need support! Learn more at GuelphGives.ca.

@PINnetworkGW

